SPEECH OF THE CHRC CHAIRPERSON
BUEA
9 August 2024



Barrister, Lord Mayor of Buea Council,

Administrative authorities,
Respected Traditional Rulers,

Distinguished Guests,

Dear Elites of all the Indigenous Communities, here represented,
Dear representatives of Civil Society Organisations,

Dear indigenous brothers and sisters,
Dear Young People,

Ladies and Gentlemen, all protocol duly observed,

I would like to thank you for giving me the honour of speaking here in Buea, a city steeped in history, as part of the celebration of the International Day of the World's Indigenous People, which takes place in August 2024, a month internationally designated as Indigenous Peoples Month. Specifically, I am honoured to speak on this day of the International Day of the World's Indigenous People, 30 years after the United Nations established it in 1994, in the midst of traditional chiefs, elite women, youth and cultural groups from the Fako Region of the South-West and elsewhere.
As previously noted, the International Day of the World's Indigenous People is a significant human rights event that aligns with the three core mandates of the Cameroon Human Rights Commission: the promotion and protection of human rights, the prevention of torture. According to Section 1 sub 1 of the Law of 19 July 2019 relating to the establishment, organisation and functioning of the CHRC, “the Cameroon Human Rights Commission is an independent institution for consultation, monitoring, evaluation, dialogue, conciliation and deliberation in the promotion and protection of human rights.”
Yes, you heard correctly: the CHRC is an institution for dialogue, consultation and conciliation. I am therefore quoting Volker TÜRK, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, who just completed an official visit to Cameroon on 6 and 7 August 2024. During the audience I granted him last Tuesday and during the lecture he gave at Cameroon's Institute of International Relations, the world's head of human rights emphasised on the importance of “using human rights to solve problems.”
To illustrate his point, he stressed that 'the right to peace, the right to an adequate standard of living, non-discrimination and the protection of vulnerable groups [such as indigenous peoples] are all factors of peace'. As Chairperson of the Cameroon Human Rights Commission, I am a friend of peace. What can I say? I am a man of peace. I am the bearer of the four P's: Peace, Prosperity, (Plenty of jobs) - Full Employment and Progress. 
The message I bring to the indigenous peoples of Bakweri, Bamboko, Isubu, Balong, Wovia, Mongo and all those who live in this magnificent Region, by the grace of the Lord ALMIGHTY who makes, commands and establishes, who says and it is done, is this: 
South-West is a land of peace
South-West, live in peace
Enjoy the joys of peace
Don't let anyone take it from you
Own your peace, rule in peace, you and all your sons 
Be an example of peace, where each one devotes himself to the work of an honest man and 
Bask in peace, according to the traditions of your ancestors and the aspirations of your descendants.
Peace is often equated with harmony. Harmony between all the components of the population of the South-West Region, harmony between the administrative authorities and the traditional authorities, harmony between generations that is, between the young generation and the younger ones. 
Are there any young people up to 30 here? Young people of the South-West Region, stand up! Chiefs, these are your children. They need you and you need them. Take the hand of the youth, as His Excellency Paul Biya, the Head of State, is doing. In his speech to the youth on 10 February 2018, he called upon young people to "actively participate in our great vision to achieve emergence by 2035". And he urged them to: "rise to the challenge, with the necessary skills and experience". 
As with development, the advancement of human rights and the rights of peoples is a matter that concerns us all. I would therefore like to urge everyone to abandon any spirit of confrontation and to show constant openness. The universal promise of human rights and the rule of law is fulfilled in peace and constructive dialogue, which are factors of trust and healthy, positive and fruitful relations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I cannot conclude without expressing my deep gratitude to all those who, in one way or another, have contributed to the success of the celebration of this International Day of the World's Indigenous People, which is drawing to a close.


